Minimal inhibitory concentrations. Cells of Ralstonia metallidurans strain AE126(pMOL28) and its plasmid-free derivate strain AE104 were cultivated on solidified Tris-buffered mineral salts medium containing either 3 mM sodium sulfate or 30 µM sulfate and various concentrations of potassium chromate. Growth was analyzed after 3 days at 30°C. Each determination was done at least three times with identical results
Bacterial
Relevant Table 3 Activity of chr promoters in mutant strains of R. metallidurans. Cells were grown in Tris-buffered mineral salts medium containing either 3 mM or 30 µM sulfate and 2 g sodium gluconate/l with shaking at 30°C and the basal level of β-galactosidase activity from a chrAp 1 ::lacZ or a chrBp 1 ::lacZ fusion was determined. Half of the culture was induced with 50 µM chromate (3 mM sulfate) or 20 µM chromate (30 µM sulfate) and incubation was continued with shaking for 3 h at 30°C. The chromate concentrations used were the optimum inducer concentration at the respective sulfate concentration (Fig. 3) . β-Galactosidase activity was determined in the uninduced control and divided by the basal level expression leading to IR unind . Similarly, β-galactosidase activity was determined in the induced cells and also divided by the basal level expression leading to IR ind . The induction ratio IR ind was divided by the control ratio IR unind . All points were done in triplicate in each experiment. Moreover, each experiment was done at least three times independently, and the standard deviations of these three experiments are shown. nd Not determined. 
